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“SPECIAL INQUIRY INTO GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS: FINAL REPORT” 
54. Mr M.J. FOLKARD to the Premier: 
Before I start, I acknowledge on behalf of the member for Bicton the year 12 politics students from Melville Senior 
High School.  
I refer to the “Special Inquiry into Government Programs and Projects: Final Report”, which was tabled a short 
time ago. Can the Premier outline to the house what the report has found in regard to the conduct and practices of 
the ministers of the previous Liberal–National government? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Today I tabled the “Special Inquiry into Government Programs and Projects: Final Report” by John Langoulant, 
the former CEO of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia and a former Under Treasurer 
of Western Australia. The report makes for very disturbing reading. It clearly highlights alarming and 
incomprehensible behaviour by ministers of the previous Liberal–National government. As the special inquirer 
clearly states, ministers disregarded proper process. This behaviour of ministers has impacted on the private sector. 
Many practices that led to the deterioration in standards and discipline in the public sector — 

… occurred at the encouragement, if not insistence of ministers. 
… 
Ministers worked to advance their individual agendas and often coerced public servants into applying 
significant resources to ideas and programs that they knew were unlikely to be approved. 

The special inquirer states — 
… Cabinet Submissions were not supported by consistently high standards of financial information. 

The report contrasts these practices of the previous Liberal–National government to — 
… established corporate standards by which decisions by a governing body that are unsupported by 
appropriate financial information are a serious offence. 

In essence, if this conduct had occurred in the corporate sector, serious offences would have been committed. To 
quote the special inquirer — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I want to hear this. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: To quote the special inquirer — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: To quote the special inquirer — 

… Treasury’s warnings of the risks linked with financial volatility went largely unheeded. Record Budget 
deficits and State debt which will take years to correct are the result.  

This report highlights incompetence on a grand scale. At best, the previous government’s conduct can be described 
as incompetent and negligent. The report is littered with cases of poor governance and disastrous decision-making. 
The Liberal and National Parties need to apologise to the people of Western Australia for the debt and deficit that 
they left to future generations. They need to say sorry to the taxpayers of Western Australia for their shocking 
conduct. It is incumbent on this government and future governments to ensure that the poor governance and 
shocking practices of the last Liberal–National government are not repeated. 
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